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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


Aet. XT— Summary of the Transactions of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia. 

1813. Jan. 15. A ease of Foreign Body imbedded fit the thigh four 
year, and nine months.—Dr. Samuel Ashhebct read the following report 
of a case of this :— 6 e 

. Of. 1the . 2 “ ® f October, 1812, G. W„ aged 25 years, of good preriot .1 
health and habits, presented himself to my notice at the Episcopal Hot. 
prtalwitha email indolent nicer immediately beneath Ponpart’s ligament 
of the left side, exactly in the fold of the groin, within three-quarters of 
an inch of the spine of the pubis. Its appearance gave the impression 
at once that it was caused by a foreign body, and upon introducing & 
probe it came in contact with what appeared to be a Bharp edge of bone 
which, upon further examination, coold be felt distending the skin for 
nearly an inch below the nicerated point. The patient stated that three 
weeks previously he had had a severe hemorrhage from the nicer, and as 
the fragment seemed quite loose, in view of its proximity to the femoral 
vessels, I advised its immediate removal. 

. Wishing to consult with his friends he decided to defer any opera¬ 
tion for a few days, and went out with some strips of adhesive plaster 
firmly applied over the part in the hope that, by confining the foreign 
body, farther injury to the surrounding tissues would be prevented. 

On the 24th of October he again presented himself, saying that he 
had been at work in the interim, and had been made mnch more com¬ 
fortable by the straps—in fact he bad been so much relieved by them that 
his friends strongly opposed any operative interference, and his coming 
into the house was in the race of their protest. He stated that fonr 
years previously he had cut himself 
« severely over the tuberosity of the left 

/ \ ischium, and it seemed possible that the 

/ \ offending substance might be an exfolia- 

/ \ tion which had travelled from that 

/ \ region. 

/ \ ^ Ether was administered and an inci- 

/ \ sion an inch and a quarter long waa 

/ \ made through the skin, when immedi- 

/ \ ately the cause of the tronble appeared 

\ \ projecting from the wound, it being the 

\ \ piece of glass herewith exhibited. (See 

V \ figure.) 

'--^ The four sides measured respectively 

half an inch, an inch and a quarter, an 
inch and a half, and an inch and three-qnarters. The part marked (a) 
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presented, being pressed forward with considerable force by the muscles 
beneath, and some difficulty was experienced in removing it entire, it being 
very firmly held by the adductor magnus, for as I was entirely ignorant 
of the size and Bhape of the body, I disliked to use force. A safe de¬ 
livery was, however, at last effected with the aid of some deep incisions, 
and search was made for other fragments bat none were found. I then 
ascertained that the wound over the tuber ischii, of which he had spoken, 
was received on the night of January 4tb, 1868, being caused by his fall¬ 
ing through a sky-light while on duty as a fireman ; there had been pro- 
fase bleeding at the time of the accident, but the wound had been sewed 
op by the physician who attended him, who detected no foreign body, 
and the extraction of the bit of glass, after its interment of four years 
and nine months caused quite as much surprise to the patient as to any 
one. On October 29th he was discharged cured. 

This case repeats the oft told story of the wonderful tolerance some¬ 
times exercised by the human body of foreign substances imbedded 
within it; it also, again, enforces the necessity of searching wonnds for 
.foreign matters when there is anything in the history of the case to 
make their presence at all likely, for it can hardly be questioned that our 
patient passed nearly five years in danger of serious injury from so large 
and sharp a substance. That he escaped any mishap can only be re¬ 
garded in the light of a very fortunate occurrence. 

Dr. Keating spoke of a case, recently under his observation, in which 
a needle was imbedded in the tissues of the hand, and asked how far 
surgeons were justified in examining wounds for anch foreign substances. 

Dr. John Ashhuret, Jr., thoaght that this depended upon the position 
and condition of the wound. In a recent wound, unless the presence of 
the needle is made manifest by an indurated line, or in some other way, 
the examination shonld be limited; if suppuration has been established, 
a more extended exploration may be made, for, even if the foreign body 
is not found, a free incision will be of benefit. 

Hypodermic use of Ergotin in the treatment of Uterine Fibroids and 

Hcemoptyses _Dr. Keatino, in answer to some inquiries from various 

soorces, communicated to the college his experience of the hypodermic 
administration of ergotin in subaucous uterine 6broids as suggested by 
Prof. Hildebrand, of KSnigsberg. Although it might be premature, as 
yet, to speak of experiments which were not completed, yet there were 
certain results he had already obtained, which he deemed eminently useful 
and practical. 

In one cose of uterine submncons fibroid, after the sixteenth hypodermic 
injection, the uterine tumour had been reduced, by measurement, to one- 
third of its size, had been forced down upon the cervix uteri, and was evi¬ 
dently endeavouring to lorce itself through the os uteri. Dr. Keating was 
prepared to assist its spontaneous enucleation by making a slight open¬ 
ing in its investing membrane, which was tense and unyielding, but was 
forced to desist for the present from the impaired health of the patient, 
suffering from a complication of a serious ansemia consequent upon 
frequent and prolonged hemorrhage and an acute attack of the prevail¬ 
ing influenza. Superadded to this state of things was an annoying irrita¬ 
bility of stomach and prostration, apparently to some degree the results of 
the constitutional effects of the ergotin. 

In the above case, the sixteen hypodermic injections (of the following 



132 Transactions op College op Physicians. [Jalj 

strength: ergotin gr. xlv; glycerin, aq. destil., aa iqcv. Syringeful, 
or about twenty drops administered each time) were injected consecu¬ 
tively within the space of eighteen days. They were all applied over the 
abdomen below the umbilicus. Their application was always attended 
with excessive pain, the patient suffering for near an hour after the injec¬ 
tion. With all this intense irritation caused by the introduction of the 
drug and the proximity of the injections to each other, Dr. K. was aston¬ 
ished to find that only one seat of the injections showed the slightest 
tendency to inflammation or formation of an abscess, this one spot caused 
the patient great pain for several days, and from its hard aspect, diffused 
inflammation, and hardened base, gave her attendant great uneasiness. 
Upon careful examination it wus discovered that this injection was 
decidedly the most superficial; bearing this in mind all.the others were 
made as deep seated as possible, and although the same intense burning 
pain followed each application, in not one instance was there even a 
threatening of an abscess. In considering this point, naturally Dr. K. 
conceived the impression that the more deep seated the injection, and the 
more the cellulnr tissue was avoided, the less tendency there might be tq, 
subsequent inflammation and formation of an abscess as sequels of 
hypodermic injections. He would beg leave to make this digression 
while on this point, and 6tate that his subsequent experience with hypo¬ 
dermic injections in other cases, and with other drugs, have led him to 
believe that there were ample grounds for confirming his views ou that 
point, and he would suggest its application in cases where such compli¬ 
cations threaten. 

In the first hypodermic injection the pulse, which was 76, increased fifteen 
minuteB after to 90. Respirations also increased about 4. On the second 
day the pulse was, before the injection, 73, thermometer 98^°. In each 
succeeding injection the pulse fell, as also the temperature, until finally 
at the fifteenth injection the pulse stood at 56, respiration about 12, 
and the temperature remained at 96°. Subsequent to the sixth hypo¬ 
dermic injection, at the expiration of ten minutes, a violent constriction 
would take place around the heart, lasting about two hours, very 
annoying and alarming to the patient; sounds of heart very weak, laboured 
action, continued coldness of the extremities, with numbness. At the 
end of the twelfth injection a well defined chili came on every day, map- 
petency and a nausea which finally became 60 excessive as to cause all 
food to be rejected and to reduce the patient, previously exhausted by 
anemia and influenza, to such a degree, as to force the suspension of 
further treatment. During the administration of the ergot there was a 
constant pressure of the tumour on the sacral nerves and on the bladder, 
and the patient herself fully realized her diminution in size and the de¬ 
scent of the tumour. The nausea and irritability of the 6tomach continued 
for some days after the cessation of the employment of the hypodermics, 
and as the introduction of the finger in the tense cervix uteri would at 
any moment produce an increased irritability of the stomach, it became 
evident that some of the abnormal condition of the latter organ was due to 
the engorging and consequent pressure of a portion of the tumour withia 
the os uteri, a view which was confirmed by the immediate relief conse¬ 
quent upon suppositories of opium and belladonna inserted in the rectom. 
Since the discontinuance of the treatment and relief of the catarrhal and 
anaemic condition of the patient, all internal symptoms have disappeared 
and she herself is anxious for a renewal of treatment. Within a week of 
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the discontinuance of the hypodermic, a menstrual period supervened 
with excessive hemorrhagia; two hypodermic injections were administered 
with the same proportions of ergotin, which seemed in a few hours to 
exercise a complete control over the flow. 

Dr. K. could not hesitate in announcing a confirmation of Prof. Hilde¬ 
brand’s results in the above case. Notwithstanding the partial applica¬ 
tion of the treatment, the unfavourable circumstances in the broken-down 
condition of the patient when it was employed, he could but trust that in 
the reduction of the tumour, the control of the hemorrhage, and the remark¬ 
able tolerance of the drug under the circumstances, there were conditions 
which foreshadowed the most important and the happiest results from the 
new method of treatment in a class of cases which hitherto had been 
the opprobrium of gynecologists. We are on the eve of deriving the 
most important results from the employment of a drug, the nature of 
which has been almost confined entirely to midwifery. Dr. K. had derived 
the most happy results from its employment in hemoptysis, rarely having 
recourse to any other remedy in such cases than the hypodermic injection 
of ergotin. In two cases of vicarious hemorrhage of the lungs he had 
immediate relief from the use of the ergotin, and, combining with its em¬ 
ployment the local action of the galvanic current, had succeeded in bringing 
on the natural menstruation; in one case after a suspension of four years, 
in another after one year of constant irregularities. 

Dr. K. would take some other occasion of giving to the College his 
results from the hypodermic employment of ergotin, and also its internal 
nse in cases of chronic engorgement of the os and cervix uteri, of hyper¬ 
trophy, or from subinvolution of the uterus, and in cases of chronic flex¬ 
ions of the uterus of years’ standing, where, with the employment of 
ergotin and local application of galvanism, he had effected perfect cures, 
enabling the patient to dispense with the nse of pessaries, which at best 
are necessary evils. 

In reply to a question of Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., Dr. Keating stated 
that the needle was introduced at the border of the linea alba, and the 
point carried down to the muscular structures. In this way he was of 
the opinion, he avoided the tendency to inflammation which exists when 
the needle is merely passed into the cellular tissue. 

Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., spoke of the employment of hypodermic injec¬ 
tions of ergotin in the treatment of aneurisms. 

Dr. Samuel Ashhurst had used ergot in a case of. pnrpura hemor¬ 
rhagica ; he thought the deep injections less liable to provoke inflamma¬ 
tion on account of their being less exposed to injury. 

Feb. 5. Meteorology and Epidemics of Philadelphia. —Dr. Wm. L. 
Wells read the following report:— 

From the record of the temperature kept at the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
itappeare that the average for the year was 54°.66, or about a degree 
higher than the mean for 48 years, the period during which meteorologi¬ 
cal observations have been regularly kept at that institution. 

In 1872 the warm months were all warmer and the cold months all 
colder than usual. The most remarkable of these warm months were 
May 68°, 6 degrees above the average; June 4$ above the average; 
July 82.3°, nearly 6 degrees above the average, and warmer than the 
warmest previously experienced in the last 48 years; and August81.6°, 
7i degrees above the average, and warmer not only than any previous 
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AngBBt, bnt also warmer than any July in any preceding year: itwu 
however, a little more than half a degree below July, 1872. 

Ab a consequence of this excessive beat of summer, we find an enor- 
moos increase in the fatality of those diseases which are more prevalent 
m hot weather, and above all, in cholera infantom. The total mortalitv 
from this cause was 1666; 83T more than in 1871, and 664 more than 
id 1870; which was, it may be remembered, a remarkably hot summer- 
hotter than any except that of last year alone. The mortality from 
cholera infantum in 1879 was 1080 in July; 324 in August: 143 ia 
ri ne » j n September, the average temperature of this last month 

being 70°, 3$ degrees above the average. 

The deaths from sunstroke were 136, to 11 in 1871, and 52 in 1870 
Of this unprecedented number, only 10 occurred in persons under SO- 
28 d ' e „ d between 20 and 30; 32 belween 30 and 40; 33 between 40 
and 50 ; 10 between 50 and 60; 21 between 60 and 70; and onlv S 
over 70 years of age. There were, aa is always the cose, many more 
men than women; this excess being of coorse attributable to their 
being more exposed as a rale to the eieessive beat by being obliged to 
walk or laboor in the son. The same reason is, no doubt, the cause of 
the greater mortality in adnlts as compared with the yonng. 

The beat of oor summer months very seldom caoses any increase in 
the mortality of adults; bnt, in Jnly of the past year, the mortality was 
very mnch increased even among adnlts, being nearly twice that of June 
and greater than that of any other month, except January alone, when 
smallpox was at ita height. ’ 

In 1872 there were reported 20,544 deaths ; 2962 more than in 1864 
which until last year showed a greater mortality than any previous Tear.' 

The great mortality of 1864 waa caused chiefly by the deaths among 
soldiers, which amounted to 1598. In 1872. the excessive mortalitv wu 
caused to a great extent by the epidemic of smallpox, bnt not by that 
a one, for although there were comparatirely few deaths from soms 
other zymotic diseases, more especially scarlatina, yet the deaths from 
other caoses, not aymotic, were folly np to the average, end the deaths 
from diseases of the digestive system exceeded by nearly a thousand 
those of the preceding year. 1 

In 1872, there were 3551 deaths more than in 1871, nearly 21 per 

TB S*i a”!? ‘ T ° De iD S7 ’ or 2 - 7 P" of tl >' population. 

The total deaths onder one year were 5862, of which 1221 were caused 
by cholera infantum alone, an unprecedented number. Marasmus caused 
497 ; convulsions 462 ; smallpox 347 ; and pneumonia 267. 

Among children between one and two yeara of age, most died in Jnlr, 
vlx. 416 ; and next in August. 231. After this age the influence if 

r\ e “ r .l el7 fe,t - ? r whi,e 413 died ofit between one and 
two only 82 died of it in the next three years. Smallpox caused 188deaths 
between one and two years, comi.g next to cholera infantum; whilo under 
one year, smallpox came fourth in the list, as we have jnst seen; and 
from 2 to SO it is first; between 2 and 5 years it caused 446 deaths, 
while croup (whieh next to it was the most fatal disease) eaosed 154 

« £ ,P ,p . h , th ' na 7“ m08t ftttal betw «” thf > “P's of 1 and 5, causing 
95 deaths, the total nomber from that caoso being 150 ; between 5 and 
10 smallpox caused 293 deaths, while croup (still next to it in fatality) 
only caused 44, and the total mortality waa 782; between 10 and 15 
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smallpox caused 152 to 423 from all causes and between 15 and 20 it 
caused 195 to 685 for all causes. It will thus be seen that between the 
ages of 5 and 20 more than one-third of all the deaths were from small¬ 
pox alone, thus showing that it did not spare even those years of life 
which are usually most of all free from diseases. 

Although it is thus seen that Bmallpox did not by any means spare the 
healthiest period of life, yet after the age of 20 we find for a few years 
a slight increase in the mortality from that disease; nothing, however, in 
comparison with the increased mortality from other causes. From being - 
the most fatal disease, it steps into the second rank ; phthisis passing 
above it, and retaining that position at all subsequent periods of life. 

The deaths from phthisis between the ages of 20 and 30 (at which 
period this disease causes the greatest mortality) were more than one- 
third of the total mortality. The proportion which the deaths from 
phthisis bear to the total mortality were not much altered even by the 
presence of the great epidemic of the past year. 

The total deaths between 20 and 30 were 2163; 733 for phthisis and 
474 from smallpox. Then follows enteric fever which caused 97 deaths, 
this disease showing its fall power at this period ; pneumonia and disease 
of the heart come next, causing 79 and 64 deaths respectively. 

Between 30 and 40 the deaths were 1892; in numbers a slight de¬ 
crease, although relatively to the number alive at that period a slight 
increase over the preceding ten years. Next to phthisis and smallpox 
came pneumonia 93 ; disease of the heart 83, and enteric fever 60. This 
last disease after this diminishes in force, while the two preceding go on 
increasing. 

Between 40 and 50 the total mortality was 1497; next to phthisis 
355, and smallpox 144, came pneumonia and disease of the heart, each 
86 ; then cancer 72. This last disease here first comes into prominence, 
as well as apoplexy and paralysis, which together produced 62 deaths. 

Between 50 and 60 the total mortality was 1178; next to phthisis, 
190, came pneumonia 89, and disease of the heart 84; apoplexy and 
paralysis together 81; and cancer 76. Smallpox only caused 65 deaths, 
falling to the cixth rank. 

Between 60 and 70 the total mortality was 1139, very nearly the same 
as in the preceding 10 years, and of course far more proportionally to 
the number of persons alive at those periods of life. Phthisis caused 126 
deaths. Apoplexy and paralysis together caused 119 deaths; pneumonia 
caused 81 deaths; disease of the heart 80, and cancer 63 ; smallpox only 
caused 35 deaths; 125 deaths are in this period ascribed to old age 
and debility, rather uncertain terms, which may be looked upon more 
as predisposing, than as direct, canses of death. 

The total deaths between 70 and 80 were 991, a little less than half of 
those between 20 and 30, but when considered in reference to the pro¬ 
portion between those alive at 20, and those alive at 70, three times as 
many ; 283 deaths are ascribed to old age and debility ; 117 to apoplexy 
and paralysis; 57 to disease of the heart; 54 to phthisis; 51 to pneu¬ 
monia ; 35 to cancer; 17 to congestion of the brain, and only 7 to 
smallpox. 

The total deaths between 80 and 90 were 530 ; 305 of them from old 
age and debility ; 37 from apoplexy and paralysis; 32 from pneumonia; 
15 from disease of the heart; 14 from phthisis, and 8 from cancer. 
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Of the 110 deaths over 90, 88 ore ascribed to old age and debility 

We thus find succeeding each other as the most fatal diseases, cholera 
infantum from birth to the age of 2 years, smallpox from 2 to 20; phthisis 
from 20 to 10 J and then apoplexy and paralysis as the most fatal dis¬ 
eases in tb%very old. 

Of persons over 60 years of age the greatest number died in July, yij - 
294 ' ‘ hen in 253 - The least mortality *„ 
in November 165. November was also the healthiest month in the very 
yonng, as only 217 children under one year died in it, or not much more 
than onc-seventh or tho mortality in Jnly, and of children between 1 and 
2 only 47 died in Noyember, only a ninth of the deaths in July, viz • 416 
Ihe mortality of children under one year, although specially increased by 
very hot weather, is neyertheiess, as is always seen, excessire at all set l 
hinfj it between one and two years, although the morbid snscepti- 
bility to heat continues to a certain extent, yet the mortality from other 
causes than cholera infantum is not much more than a fourth of that of 
children a year younger. The period of life between 5 and 20 remained 
remarkably healthy in spite of the epidemic of smallpox, and that part 
periods oMir* whlch 18 bctwcen 10 an<i 15 was the most healthy of all 

In looking upon the late epidemic of smallpox as a whole, extending 
into two years we may consider it as lasting just one year (from Sep. 
ternber, 1871, to August, 1872, both inclusire), for in the last week Tf 
August, of both 1871 and 1872, there were no deaths from that cause, 
and, although in all in the eight preceding months of 1871 there were 
29, and in the four succeeding months or 1872, 18 deaths yet these 
numbers are so small that I think we are justified in looking upon the 
epidemic as of just one year’s duration; in which year we find the unpre- 
thUwUh "°”. ber 0,4413 deathsi from smallpox alone. In comparing 
this with precious epidemics, we find not only the total number of deaths 
far greater, but that there were more deaths in each one or the four 
months from Noyember, 1871 to February, 1872, both inclusive, than 

m any ,°“ e , The epidemic of 1824 ’ wteD ‘I* mortality 
was 330 in a population of about one-fifth the present population of this 

-a 1 P r f ,, “ t, , d '"“r re P or t “s being nearly equal in severity 
to the e P'demic of 1871. When, however, we compare it wilh tho epi¬ 
demic of 1873, it falls far behind it; and still more when we compare 

r P , er ‘° dS ° f th6 r t "; 0 „„ epid , emic8 ’ for both of them extended over 
portions of two years. In 1823 there were 160 deaths, and in the whole 
epidemic of 1823-4, 490 deaths. This multiplied by five, for the par! 
pose of comparison with the present increased population of Philadelphia, 

th.. kl&H* 8 i° 8 f*, in tbe one f ear > 872 - not much more 

than half the deaths in the whole epidemic which has just passed away. 

nJIs "r*! °° k at ‘ be C0UI ? e wllich smaII P 01 took during the whole 
period of its reign here, we find that it occupied only three months in 
attaining its maximum at the end of November. During December the 
number at first sank, and then rose again to 230, only 3 less than in the 
week ending the 2d of December, which was the week when the disease 

death! ‘h he ' g 5 L • l) 5? >In , “a 6th ° f Janoa, 7> 1873 . when the number of 
deaths began decidedly to decrease, seven months passed away before 
smallpox which took only three months to rise, had again fallen to only 
one death in a week. 

The following diagram shows the progress of the mortality from small- 
pox in tins epidemio visitation :— 
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-Although smallpox had such a definite coarse and has come tbns com- 
7 t0 on end "• Philadelphia, yet in many other places it lingers on • 
both in England, where it began as an epidemic more than six months 
beginning here, and also in this country, both north and south 
or Philadelphia, in Boston, Brooklyn, and Baltimore. On the continent 
of Europe It is reported as spreading into the north of Russia. 

i 0 , ^ P J , S o'.o kiDg tbe t0lal “ortslitj from smallpox in the two 
Years, 1871 and 1872, tie., 4464, we find that 566, or about one-eightli 

r.k?n 0 in P- d | re 4 °L der ° ne l ear - T hia ’ when com P“ red with statistics 

taken in England shows a rather small proportion or eery young children 
r w ?» f °“” d lhttt of «,227 deaths from smallpox in England 

rrom 1856 to 1865, 10.223, or nearly one-fourth were under one year. 

In reference to the protective power or vaccination, the only statistics 
which are available are those or the municipal or smallpox hospital: and 
these show its protective power, but observations taken on the largest 
Beale in Europe are more conclnsive than anything we have in this 
country, as for example in Bohemia, where in 21 successive years, ob¬ 
servations were taken in the whole country, showing that of cases of 
smallpox contracted alter vaccination only 5^ per cent died, while of 

U* r° n ; TaCC ‘" a ™ P er . ceDt - died - Also observations made in 
England on 50,000 children in the Bchools showing that of every thou¬ 
sand not vaccinated, 860 were scarred with smallpox marks, while of 
those vaccinated only 1.78 bad such scars. 

Cholera has not visited ns (for we may overlook the 16 deaths in 
the post year, asmsignificant in a population like ours), and it does not 
even present a more threatening appearance than at the close of 1871 
It remains in Russia, attacking first one part or the country and then 
another, extending more or less from the north to the Black Sea and 
oscillating more or less in its attacks. In St. Petersburg it was re¬ 
ported that one-fourth of the cases died. 

A good deal of influenia and more cases or pneumonia than nsual hnve 
been seen here in the autumn and winter. 

.u A o n , a ;. taC f k of infiuenza begun among the horses of Philadelphia abont 
the 27th of October, and proved universal. It was very serious and 
of a typhtnd character, followed for some time by great debility and 
liability to pneumonia and dropsy, and attacking nearly all the horses 
almost simultaneously. A yellowish discharge from the nostrils usually 
accompanied it It had attacked moat large cities to the north of us 
before it came here; those to the south being attacked snbsequently. 
Comparatively few cases proved fatal, unless overworked or exposed to 

March 19. On tbe Hypodermic Pis of Ergot or Ergotine in tbe Treat. 
meal of Uterine Fibroid,.—Or. John Abbhorot, Jr., referred to the 
interesting remarks made by Dr. Keating at a previous meeting of the 
College (see page 131), upon the employment of ergot by the hypoder¬ 
mic method in cases of uterine fibroid, as recommended by Prof. Hilda- 
brandt, of Kamgstmrg (see American Journal of the Medical Science,, 
October, 1872, p. 567), and gave some details of a case which had been 
thus treated at the Episcopal Hospital, and which, as far as a single case 
could, confirmed the deductions of those gentlemen as to the value of 
this mode of medication. Dr. Ashhurst’s patient was suffering from a 
submucous fibroid tumour, developed in the anterior wall of tbe uterus, 
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and when she came onder Dr. A.’s care was just recovering from an 
attack of peritonitis which had followed an nnsnccessfnl attempt to re¬ 
move the growth bj means of an 6crateur. The fluid extract of ergot 
(or ergotine, as it is sometimes called) was employed according to the 
following formula: R. Ext. ergots fluid. f3iss; glycerin® IJj; aqnsf5ij. 
Of this preparation twenty minims, containing nearly seven minims of 
the fluid extract, were used at each injection, and the injections were, 
nnless omitted from some special reason, made once daily. The point of 
injection was invariably in the sub-umbilical region, on one or other side 
of the linea alba, and care was taken, as recommended by Dr. Keating, 
that the nozzle of the syringe should be carried fairly down to the level 
of the moscalar parietes. After sixteen injections had been administered, 
a vaginal examination was made, and it was found that, as nearly as 
coald be estimated, the tumour had diminished in size by one-half. It 
was intended to wait for a week or ten days, and then to begin another 
course of injections, from which it was hoped that, at some future time, 
still further improvement could be reported. 

Dr. Ashbnrst remarked, as a matter of interest, that in his patient 
(unlike Dr. Keating’s) no unpleasant constitutional symptoms whatever 
were produced by the hypodermic use of ergot; on the contrary, during 
the whole conrse of treatment, the patient daily gained in health and 
strength, and passed through a menstrual period (during which the treat¬ 
ment was of course suspended) without any nudue loss of blood; and 
although when questioned she said that the use of the syringe was 
always followed by some bonrs of pain at the point of injection, yet the 
paiu was never so great as to induce her to make any spontaneous com¬ 
plaint 

On Iodoform at a Topical Application to Venereal Ulcers. —Dr. John 
Ashhurst, Jr., also mentioned that he bad been using iodoform lately, 
in a number of cases of chancroidal and of syphilitic disease, with very 
gratifying results. The preparations employed, beside the drng in pow¬ 
der, were those recommended by Dr. Izard, and by Dr. Damon, of Boston, 
viz., an ointment (R. Iodoformi 9iss; adipis 3j), and a solution in gly¬ 
cerine and alcohol (R. Iodoformi 9iss; glycerins f^vj; alcohol fjij)- 
The latter was preferred so long as the discharge from a venereal sore 
was profuse, the powdered drug being applied to the ulcere in their later 
stages, while the ointment was reserved for cases of unopened chancroi¬ 
dal bubo, and of unnlcerated gummatous tnmour. In the treatment of 
chancroids, Dr. Ashhoret had continued to make at the beginning one 
thorough cauterization with nitric acid, and in the treatment of syphilitic 
ulcere bad of coarse not neglected to direct suitable constitutional treat¬ 
ment, at the same time that he bad employed iodoform as a topical 
remedy. From the results which he hod obtained, he was disposed to 
think that iodoform would prove a valuable addition to the Bnrgeon’s 
repertory in the treatment of all varieties of venereal ulcers. He did not 
think that iodoform, at least in its external applications, possessed any 
anti-syphilitic virtues; he regarded its action as entirely of a local 
character. 

Dr. W. S. W. Rnscbenberger stated that he had employed iodoform for 
the past three years both internally and externally, with the most satis¬ 
factory results. He had used it in phagedenic ulcerations and also in 
carbuncle. When applied in substance he thought it should be in a 
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state of very fine powder, otherwise it woold, in some cases, proroke 
irritation. The ointment (iodoformi 9j; ol. theobromm jss) was a 
favourite preparation with him. 1 * 

Dr. Edward Hartshorne inquired whether Dr. Ashhnrst had observed 
in the cases treated by him, any symptoms of iodism. Iodoform contain^ 
BO much iodine (about nme-tentha) that it might be apt, when employed 
as freely as stated, to produce the constitutional effects which are some- 
times Doted in the use of iodine and of iodide of potassium. 

Dr. Ashhnrst said in reply that he had not observed constitntional 
effects in the cases under his care; he added that he was somewhat 
skeptical on the subject of the absorption of medicines from suppuration 
surfaces, and mentioned that he was in the habit of dressing amputation 
wounds with pure laudanum, using it in large quantities and for a 
number of days consecutively, withont the occurrence of any symptoms 
indicating constitutional implication; he donbted whether under such cir¬ 
cumstances, any appreciable amount of the drug was absorbed. 

Dr. Ruschenberger stated that he had administered iodoform internally 
in one-grain doses, and had not observed symptoms of iodism in anv 
instance. 3 

I ? 1 !' J ' , s - h “ d employed iodoform internally in cases of inherited 
syphilis, in children from three to twelve years of ago, continuing its ad- 
ministration from one month to six weeks—in one case he administered 
the remedy for six months. In these cases be failed to observe any good 
results follow its ose. In one case of nervous palpitation of tho heart 
the patient was materially benefited by one-grain doses three times daily 
—symptoms of iodism did not occur in any case. 

^-Deep-Mmed AirMri in the Neck— Dr. Walter F. Ati.ee related a 
case of this which be had seen that afternoon in consultation The na- 
tient, a young man of twenty-five, had had for some time a large circum- 
scribed swelling on the left side of the neck, just below the angle of the 
jaw which was supposed by his attending physician to be caused by a 
syphilitic tumour. Three days ago this rounded projection subsided, and 
ut the same time the whole anterior portion of the neck became greatly 
enlarged, the skin covering it was evidently tightly stretched, and it was 
almost impossible to swallow even a little liquid. 

Under the opinion that these symptoms were caused by the pressure 
of matter poured out from an encysted collection thnt had burst open, 
an incision was made throngh the skin and fascia, in the position chosen 
for ligation of the carotid artery. This gave outlet to a large quantity 
of a purulent liquid, less creamy and more gelatinous in appearance than 
ordinary pus. Ihe difficulty of swallowing was at once relieved. 

Ihe case, in some respects, resembles those described by Dupuytren 
under the name of phlegmon large du con, where an inflammatary abscess 
is seated deeply behind the sterno-mastoid moBcles and cervical aponeu- 
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